
The Simple, Efficient Features of the J – Hive Tool
Are you making the most of them?

Neat curve to assist 
lifting a tight frame 
when passed under a 
lug.   (photo A)

Strong, light steel, 
narrow enough to be 
held while lifting frames 
or boxes.

Edge used to ease 
frames apart gently 
with wedge end on the 
facing top bar. Tool 
turned 90°   (photo C)

Not too sharp wedge 
end to separate hive 
parts and to scrape 
efficiently without 
damage to woodwork.

Convenient notch to 
provide a fulcrum 
against the adjacent top 
bar when lifting a 
frame.   (photo B)

Entire tool is narrow to 
pass between frame 
and side bars and the 
wall of the hive; 
essential for gentle 
lifting.  (photos A & B)

Vital hole for string 
connection to bee-
keeper. Rarely used and 
many hive tools lost. 
(Some have nail 
removal point here).

90° corner to scrape 
into corners of hive 
components where wax 
moth eggs are laid.

photo A 

photo B 

photo C 

Hive tool drawing courtesy of Dave Cushman
http://website.lineone.net/~dave.cushman/htool.html
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